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of a naval offensive when I saw him in London a month earlier.
It was as follows (631):

" 8th December.

The unanimous military opinion referred to in Admiralty
telegram has, I feel certain, been greatly influenced, and
naturally so, by the military appreciations of Sir Charles
Monro. These I have not seen but their purport I have
gathered in course of conversations. The Corps Com-
manders I know view the evacuation with the greatest
misgiving.

The forcing of the Dardanelles as outlined in my telegrams
has never been put before them and I am convinced that
after considering the certain results which would follow
a naval success, they would favour an attack on the lines
indicated, especially in view of the undoubted low morale
of the Turkish Peninsula Army, of which we have ample
evidence.

A few days ago General Monro remarked to me: c If
you succeed and occupy Gallipoli, and even Constantinople,
what then ? It would not help us in France or Flanders.'
I mention this to show that he has quite failed to realise
the significance of the real German objective in the Near
East. He is obsessed with the idea that the only method
by which the Allies will be victorious is in killing or
capturing such a number of Germans that they (the Germans)
will be unable to continue fighting. He looks upon any
action which does not have the above for its immediate
objective as a waste of effort.

The very extensive German propaganda being pursued
all over the Near East, accompanied by the expenditure of
vast sums of money, is not, I feel convinced, being under-
taken merely as a side issue to the European War.

A position of stalemate on both fronts of the principal
theatres of war appears the natural outcome of the present
situation.

This opinion is freely expressed in the higher military
circles in Greece and would therefore appear to be fostered
by the Germans, a significant point.

By surrendering our position here, when within sight of